STATE OF RH(’)}}E'ISLANB AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

BOARD OF MEDICAL LICEVSVRF
AND DISCIPLINE

IN THE MATTER OF :
GORDON V. HOLAHAN, M.D. C it AJHL00-087

ADMI NISTRATIVE DECISTON AND-ORDER- - -
IS AND TRAVEL OF THE CAS

This matter is befom the Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline (hersinafter

"Board") upon matters. contained in the Summary Suspension Order,.dated 28, February,

2001 and Spemﬁcaﬁon of . the Charges - and: Time ard Notice of Hearing, dated 28

- Febiuary 2001 (Ex 1), 1ssm,d & ’Gordon V Hoidﬂaﬁ M.D (heremaﬁtci ”Respondem”)

The Summary Sl.léﬁiéﬁéiéjﬁ “Crder suspended Respondent's - Limited 'Régistration, e

No. 1260 11 for the reason that he proffer d aad submrs:tcd faise, erroneous ancd

activities between 1969 and 1982 te the “Board" Memorial HGSplfdl of Rhode. Ielarnd

and Depafunent of Veterans Afﬁurb, hed under dath regarding previous addresses in

-misieading information pertaining to his-date: of blrth,:co]lege graduation date, and his -

. Penneylvania; an¢ had enconntered interpersonal difficulties with other physicians snd

performance difficuities while working in the internal medicine residency program at the

further Order of the "Board".

The Specification of the Charges ahd Time and Notite of Hearing informed

"Re@pmd nt” that a hﬁ“armg would be held on 9 March 2001 on the quest‘fon of whether
- his- Lzm;ted Rngmﬁ"atzon shonid b@ revoked oI’ sus pended o1 wzy he bh{)'ﬂld nut be

 otherwise disciplined. The reason for this action was that "Respondent” had proffered

“Memorial Hospital of Rhode Island. That Order remains in full force and effect pending = - -



and subrnitted false, erroneous md misleading information pertaining ‘t:o his date :oif biﬁh,
college graduation date, and his activities between 1959 and 1982 to the "Board",
' Mem&ﬁal goépital of Rhode ‘Islénd, and Depeiz’cmeﬁé of Veterans Afféirs.- This a;‘)nch”lct',
if proven, is unprofessional and constitutes ground for disciplinary sanctions. RLGL: 5-
37-5.1, §-37-5.1(8) and..5‘~:37w5 1(19). The Time and Notice ,of Hearing and Spﬁéiﬁcration
-of the Charges .co.ntaigf_::ci a_certification i.n(ilicéting“ that- it.wgsi.se:“nt. by certified mail and -
hand-delivered to "R eronclent" at 233 Scuth Pier Road Narrag,ansem RL

A hearmg was held on ihe matiers uontamm in, the Spcczf ication of the Chargca

- on 9 March 2001. The members of the Hear—ing Committez of the "Board" (hereinafter

"Comunittee") were Stephen Fanning 11E; D.0O.; Joseph A. DiPietro, Isquire and Meredith -+ -

- Costa, public meraber. Mary Ellen McCabe, attorney for the Department, acted as'Tegal ~ =~

advisor to %ht, Heamng Cmmmttﬁe Bruce Mcln!;yre Esquite remc,se,nted the. mvec\tzgatmg: S e ia

- Commiitiee of the "Board". Gordon V. Holahan, MiD. 8id ot dppeat dt'tHie tine and ddte """~

set for hearing.

" Prior to commenciné the hearirnig on Eh&, rr:lerits, \% Mcénty_re presented to the
"Committee" through the testimony. of witnesses and exhibits information to estabiish .
t}%txafr,ﬂin fact, "Respondent” had notice of the within precaediné#. ,.

- Joseph Robenhymer, a realtor in South County, RI, testified that "Respondent”

had leased premises located at 232 South -?ier Read from 15.January 2000 and a:-ont.inuing :

to 31 May 2001. Hé¢ related that he had met "Respondent” and had recent telephone "~~~

conversations with lum.

Richard Yaramaro, a Department of. Heslth -cmployee. wita -the -Department's .

- Gomplaint Unit, and former agent-for the Federal Bureau of Investigation for twenty-four . - .



years, reiated that on 1 Marc;h Zéﬂl he endeavoreéi to delive::"the Specificatior: of the
'Charoes and Notice and Time of Hearing to Dr. Hoia} ian at 233 South Pier Road. He.
: knockeci on the door but received.no response. Tﬂe f@liowmg day Mr Tammdru again’
“attempted delivery of the documents. A vehicle, identified as belonging to "Respendent”,
~was parked at the premises. Receiving no résponse to his =.1.cno_ﬂcking on the Vdoor,i Mr.
Tammaro placed the envelope containing Specification of the Charges and Notice and -
Time of Hearmg under the uoer'nat

. No further witnesses were presented by Mr. Mcimyre Howev.er he did mtr-o"ducl:e

-inito- the record fourteen (14) exhibits. This evidence established that on.12 January 2600

"Respondent’ qubmltted an 'apphcauon for a Liunited Rpgzsﬁxatzon fo the Boald of

‘Medical Licensure and Discipline. . A Registrafion was issued to "Respondent” on 12, - .. .-

January 2000 with an expiration-date-of 11.January 2001.- The same-=d,ay=‘--'Re'spondent':‘.:

commenced a Residency in Internal Medicine at Memorial Hospital of Rhode fsland. 'In' ™~

Juns 2000 "Respondént"ﬁvaé noéﬁed bj the:.Direct-o.r of the [nternal Medicine Résidéncy
Program that he was .beging piaé:ed or ‘academic probation for reasons reiating' to” his
-professienalisin 2nd . documentation (Ex. :8).'. Shor’tly thereafter, on 7 July 200,
"Reséondent’.' was sus‘péndad from the Residency Program péﬁding a vote for .dfsmissal.
“The basis for this action was that "Respondent” willfully misrepresented himself with
regard to his date of blrth year of college graduatxon ang hiS acmmes during the years
between 1969 and1982 (Bx. 103

Thuse matters came to tbe attention of the "Board” =or or about 7 JL,iy 2000 .

(Ex. 10} Robert 5. Crausman MDD, D1rector of the Iatc,rnal Medn.;m, Remdeucv S

Program at Memonial Fospital of Rhode Island, communicated to the “Board” that - -



"Respondent” had been "Sﬁispen:(ied from the Brown i,:TI:‘:.xiversity R{:sidency 'I‘r:ainé;ng
Program. On 10 July 2000 a complaint invésfigation. was commenced by the "Board"
(BEx. 14). As part of the mvestlgation, Lhc* 'Baard’ oo‘iamed douum\,uts ﬁom the
Pennsylvania Board of Medicine, Memorial Hospital of Rhode__Isiand,, and Department of
-Veterens- Affairs. - A rcviswﬁ of these -dccumenﬁs established d crcpanmes with respect te
"Respondent's”" date of birth, date of college ;gr!adpa?:iqn,;amﬁ his actjvities between the
yaals 1969 and 1682,
Specifically, "Respenderat” on an apphéah(%n for licensure to f:lrax,tzce medicine i m
the Commonwealth of ?ﬁnnsylxiunéa attested that he was bom on Zilrlzinuar.y 1951

(Ex. 13).--The -date -of birth iisted by “Respondent” on the application -for Residents

submitted to the Department of Veterans Affairs ' was 11 January 1963 (Ex: 5). That date -~

was also provided by "Respondent" to Memorial Hospital-of Rhede Island {Ex. 6). On .-~

the application- for Limifed Registration filed with'the' "Board" on 12" January 2000, - -

"Respondent” v enﬁed under oath that hc wag born on 11 Yamm E%S and gradaated.
from Bosten College in 3983 " o ) _

'"Rmpf}nder\t“ was depnsed by attomey Bruce Mclntyre on 30. August 2000
(Ex. 9) During the courss of questioning, D1 Gordon ackﬂow}edged that his date.of birth .
s was 11 January 1951 énd that he in fact graduated from:college in 1973, (Ex. 9, pp.4&S5).
-"Respondent” gxplaiﬁéd; ;Shag these misfeprese;ntatipns were prcmptcd by a fear.of .

discrimination based upon age (£x. 9, p.19). =

At the conclusion of the heanng, Mr, McIntyre Qresented final argument He .

- asserted: that "Reapondent’ 3" actlonb LGl‘lbtimied un;orofessmnai n,onduct a8’ dehmd i ‘

Section 5-37-5.1(8) and, as such, wairanted the imposition of disciplinary sanctions.-



Mr. Mclntyre suif:ryarlt:‘ie&jj tha;i, ﬁom?ithstan.élillg tl;é fact that" "Respondent’s” E;imited
Registration expired on 11 January 2901, the "Board" has jurisdicticn to revoke the
: Regis&f&tioh for the reason that the acts of "unpmf-essiomal-- conduct were made on. -
applications for Limiteél Regisiration and" hospital -residencéf_ programs.. Further, the
"Board" commenced its investigation of this matter dﬁring’ the viabﬂir}; of ihe

Registration.

DISCUSSION
"Respondent” did not ap;éear personally or t=hrough counsel for the hearing. The
.testimony of Mr. Rebenhymer and Mr. Tammaro establishes that notics was efféctiated
“upon :Respondent as reé;uiredl by Sectioh ZS~37.5—'4. The zvidénce presented into the
‘record is uncontroverted. It confirms that Gordon V. Holahan, M.D. proffered and

-submitted false, erroneous, and misleading: information “tc the "Board", Memorial

Hospital of Rhode Island, and Department of Veterahs' Affairs. "Respondent”, under

oath, acknowledged that the aferementioned informatior: was not-correct. «. .. -

- In the within matter, the miisrepresentations, fa

and erroneous ihiformation was 778

contained on applications for Limited Registration and residency training programs. .

- Unequivocally, "Re:s:;}ondﬁnt.’s“, conduct occutred in, cénjv‘nc.ticm with 'app}i;cations :

pertaining to his practice of medicine .in the State of Rhode Isiand. The "Board”
commenced its investigation of this misconduct in July 2000. The Limited Registration
issued to "Respondent” was in full force and effect at that ttime, To divest the ”B__oarid” of
jurisdiction in this, or similar cases, would permit errant licensees to escape discipline by
- allowing a license to ejépiréa.: To:aw'oid such:resu:its. courts. havgs: c;onsistent}ym_leci th-a% _

licensing authorities refain ongoing jurisdiction. Brown v. Arizona Department of Real



Estate, 890 P.2d. 615 (Az 1995} and Reardon_ v. Department of Public

Addiction Services, 1994 VOL 547605 (Conn. Super). Accerdingly, the within matter is

properly before the "Beard” and it has jurisdiction to act thereon.

EINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS '/

The hca*mg Cazmmitt has carefully reviewed:an cw}élua:teﬁi all the evidenced -~~~ |

presenied. - After consxderatwn and eveluation of fhe competent, probative credible

evidence presented, the Hearing Committee makes the following:

1. . That "Respondent”-did-cubmit an application-for a license tc-practice medicine

without restrictior! iri the Cormimonwealth o' Pennsylvania on of about July-1988. - -

2. That on the a,foremfmtzoned apphcation "Respondent” did list his date of birth as -
. 21 January 1951.- -- :

3. That "Rcspondc,nt submitted an application for Limited Medical Registration to

the Board of Medical Licensure and Dlsmplme on.or about 12 ¥ :anuary 2000.

4, - That cn the dforementgoned apphoat;on -”Respendent” dld ist hI'§ Cate of iﬁmh ag
11 Japuary 1963 and did list the year of graduation from Boston College as’1983. '

5. That said appli'cation: was approve(i' and a Limited Régiéiratiéﬁ" was issued. to
"Respondent” for the period 12 January 2000 to 11 January 2001,

0. That "Respondent” submitted an Application for - Residents form "to the
Department of Veterans Affairs and did list hig date of birth as 11 January 1963. .

7. - That "Respondent" submitted to Memorial ‘Hospital of Rhede Island application
for Professional Liability Insurance on or about December 1999,

8. That on the aforementioned form "Respondent” did list his date of birth as 11 ... ..

January 1963, .

9. That "Respondent" did submit a resume. t¢ Memorial Hospital of Rhede Island -

- which. states that he was awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree from Boston College ™. -

in 1983.
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13.

14,

I5.

16.

17,

18.

~ decided to place’ "Respsandent” on academic probation f

Memorial Hospital of Rhode Island.

Director, Internai Medicine Residency Credeniidis andx Review' ‘Comrmiitee

- That on 12 January 2000 "Respondent! commenced: an Internal hemdency at . .

- ’Fhat on 14 June 2000 "Respondent” was notified by Robert 5. Crausman, M.D:, -

the reason that the = - -

Committee had. serious concerns with, respect . to hus - professionalism and........

dscumentation -

_ That on 7 Jui} 2000 Robert S. Crausman, M.D. informed the "Board" that the: .
Internal Residency Program, Memorial Hospital of Rhode Island suspended

Respondent peading 2 vote for dismissal. The reason for this action was the fact

that Respondent willfully misrepresented himself with regard: to his date of birth,

. year of college. graduaticn, and activities during the years between 1969 and 1982."

That the "Board" commenced an investigation of "Respondent” on or about 10
July 2000. Said imvestigation pertained to- "Respondent's” submission of false,

Rhode Island, and Department of Veterans Affairs:

- erroneous - and- misleading information to the "Board", Memorial. Hospﬂal of -

That on 12 Iu]y 200G. "RﬁSpOﬂdam“ TﬁSlgnLd ﬁom the Iniernal ReSIdencv

. Program, Memonal Hosmtaé of Rhodc Island

That on or about 30 August 2000 "Respondent” acknowledgeci under oath thathig "

date of birth was 11 January 1951 and that he graduated from Boston College in
1973, R . _

That on or about 5 July- 2000 "Ra,spondbnt' was suspended from Internal
Medicine Residency Program at Memorial Hospitdl of Rhode Island for the

reason that _his.. application. for the residency  program contained

m13repr°senrat! ons.

That the “Respoqdynt" did submit false,” etroneous and mlsieddmg mfonnauon
with respect to his date of birth, year of college ’rmduatlon and his activities
between the years 1969 and 1982. . “

That the aforementioned conduct- of "Respondent" constituted an imminent
danger to the héalth, welfare and safety of his patients and required immediate
action be taken by the Director of Health. That for this reason the Director of
Health, on 28 Febmary 2001, aummanii} suspended the Limited Registration
issued to “Rvspondan* a : : _ _

following:

~1

- Based upon the évidence and Findings of Fact, the Hearing:Cpmmitteefmakes.th‘e Do



:‘13'%‘ N 't

[

- That service of the Summary Suspensibn and- Speeifs jcation of Charges and Time
and Notice of Heuring was vfﬁﬁbtﬁd&d UpoLL 'Respondem" as required by
Sections 5-37- 8 and 5-37-3.4.

2. That the "Board" has jurisdiction to impose. sanctions, including revocation, of...... ..
Respendent's Limited Registration for- the reason that-the-cenduet forming the- -
basis for sanctions -occurred” in’ conjunction with ‘the applications for Limited 7 -

- Registration and hospital residency programs: filed by the "Respondent” and the ™~ 7
"Board" commenced its mvesngatmn of this matter pnor to the expiration date of
said Registration, L o _

- That "Respondent” did e¢ngage in unp‘rofe'%sionai conduct int that he submitied
false, misleading and erronsous information in conjunction with applications for a

- Limited Registration, and h@spztal femdency programs. . That this conduct is -
directly related to and cccurred in conjunction witk "Respondent's" practice-of
medicine in the State of Rhodz Island. Said conduct constitutes grounds to revoke
or suspend-"Respondent's” Limited Registration pusstiant to Section 5-37-5.1¢8). - -

L3

4., . That '_’Respondcm'-:” conduct as set forth in paragraph three (3) above and the ‘
Findings of Fact constituted an imminent danger to the health; safety and welfare- - -~ -
. of his patients and required the immediate suspensionof his. Limited Registration .
by the Director 6f Healthi oii 28 February 2001. Such conduct constitutes grounds ~
to summarily suspend a Limited Registration pursuant to Section 5-37-8.

Based upon the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law set forth herein, the

Hearing Committee hereby makes the following: .

ORDER

1. That the Summary Suspension Order issued bv the Dzrecter of I—Iealth on 28
~February 2001 is SUSTAINED -

2. That the Limited Regmratlon issued to Gorden V. Helghan, M.D. on 12 January
2000 is hereby REVOKED,

Datéd: ;>/.zz«/ T T/ Ty S ot M*““'“}

Stephen Fansgng Ig/ }
e oy T
7 Meredith ("otﬁ . -/rose A. ﬁ‘P"eam E‘s{q
, '
L//




Pntered ag an Order of the Board of Medical Licgnsure and Discipline and the . .

' Dirsctor of Health for the State of Rhode Island thisesdq ' © "~ day of March 2001.

Duct:_Hgreh 29,2001 St Nelaw, 1, MPH
Patricia A. Nolan, M.D., M.P.H.
Director of Health-
R.I Depariment of Health
Cannon Bmldmg, Room 401
Three Capitol Hill ,
Providence, RI 02908-5097
Tel. (401) 222-2231 -~
Fax (401)222-654%

------ .. You have thirty (30) days in which to appeal this Decision to the Superior

Court of the State of Rha@ie IsIand.

' I hereby certify that I'have mailed a copy of the within Administrative Order and
~ Decision by certified and regular mail to Gordon V. Haiahan, M.D., 233 South Ph,r Road
Nafragansett RI 02882 on this Z0¢4. day of March 2001,

/Mz, Iz w-w_f%




