BOARD OF MEDICAL LICENSURE AND
DISCIPLINE

IN THE MATTER OF
J. FREDERICK HARRINGTON, JR., M.D.

Consent Order

The Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline (hereinafter referred to aé the
“Board”) received notice from the Rhode Island Hospital that the Respondent operated on
the wrong side of a patient’s cranium during an emergehcy evacuation of a hematoma.
The findings of fact and conclusions of law are set forth below.

| FINDINGS OF FACTS AND CONCL‘USIONS OF LAW .

1. The Respondent is a 1983 graduate of Tufts University School of Medicine
who has been licensed in Rhode Island since 1995. He is a Board Certified
neurosurgeon with hospital priyileges at Rhode Island Hospital, Miriam

_ _Hospital, Roger Williarhs Medical Center, Kent Hospital, Newport Hospital
~and Landmaik Medical Center. |

2. On July 30, 2007, the Respondént was asked to treat an 86 year-old patient
with an identiﬁed left-sided subdural hematoma who was beginning to do
poorly in the emergency depértment. At that time the Réspondent was
concluding a lumbar laminectomy. The patient was iemergentvly transferred to
the operating room and thereafter the Respondent reported ‘to the operating

room.



The Respondent and others failed to make an accurate assessment of _the

- correct location of the hematoma prior to perfonning thcle. sﬁgical evacuation.
Respoﬁdent operated 6n the wrong side. When the error was discovered the
correct side was immediately evacuated successfully by the Respondent and
patient’s family was notified. |

The ho'épital has restrictéd the Respondent’s surgical privileges temporarily
prohibiting him from performing any surgical interventions in the opefatin’g
room and patient care areas. The Respondeﬂt cooperated fully with the
Board’s investigation.

The notiﬁcatioh of a restriction of a hospital privileges as well as the facts
known on August 2, 2007 led the Board to enter into an Interim Consent
Order with the Respondeﬁt to voluntarily cease all in hospital neiJrqsurgery
.during the Boards investigation and to undergo ba physical and mental héalth
evaluation. This action was in accordance with the provisions of RIG.L. § 5-
37-5.1 and § 5-37-5.2

The Respondent has completed a physical and mental health evaluation and

was found to be in gobd health.

The parties agree as follows:
(a) Respondent is a physician licensed and doing business under and by
vii'tue of the Laws of the State of Rhode Island, allopathic license

number, MD 09027



.(b) Respondent admits to the jurisdiction of the Board and hereby a'grees‘
to remain ﬁnder the jurisdiction of the Boarci; o
(c)Respondent' has read this Consent Order and understands that it is a
propésal of Investigating Committee of the Board and -is subject to the
final approval of the Board. This Consent Order is ndt binding on
Respondent until final ratification by the Board.
(d)Respondent hereby acknowledges and waives:
. (1) The right to appear personally or by counsel 6r both before the
Boarci;
(2) The right to produce witnesses and evidence in his behalf at a
hearing;
(3) The right to crossfexafnine witnesses-; }
(4) The right to havé subpoénas issued by the Board;
(5) The right to further procedural steps except for those
speciﬁcallvy contained herein; |
(6) Any and all rights of appeal of this Consent Order;
(7) Any objection to the fact thaf this Consent Order will be _
presented to the Board for consideration and review;
(8) Any objection to the fact that it will be necessary for the Board
to become acquainted with all evidencé pertaining to this matter in _
order to review adequately this Consent Order;
(9) Any objection to the fact that potential bias against the

Respondent may occur as a result of the presentation of this



.Consent Order. The signing of th.isb Consent Order is for settlement
purposes only.

(10) This Cohsent Order shall become part of the pﬁblic record of
this proceeding once it is accepte_d by all parties and by the Board.
(11) Failure to comply with this Cénsent Ordef, when sighed and
.acéepted, shall subject the Respondent to further disciplinary
action. |

(12) Respondent \‘/oluntarily agrees to a Suspension of his surgical
practice retroactive to August 2, 2007 to be completed October 10,
2007. This Surgical Practice Suspension did‘ not affect the»
Respondent’s outpatient practice. Upon ratification of this Order,
the Respondent surgical practice may resume. -

(13) Respondent agrees to work in earnest to impro§e patient
safety in the operating room through. teaching in CME type
formats, committee work, and patient advocacy -at all of the
hospitals where he holds privileges.

(14) Respondent agrees to pay $2,000 administrative fee within 60

days of this order.
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Ratified by the Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline on this
/ 0 th day of October 20007. '




