STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BOARD OF MEDICAL LICENSURE AND DISCIPLINE

R:
JUN 2 6 2013
DEPARTMENT OF H
DIRECTOR'S DFF%% |

IN THE MATTER OF:

RICHARD J. GOCCIA, M.D., License Number MD12480
Controlled Substances Registration Number CMD12480
BMED Case Number C13-501

VOLUNTARY SURRENDER OF
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES REGISTRATION

Richard J. Gocela, M.D. (hereinafter “Respondent™) is licensed as a physician in Rhode
Island and is Licensed to prescribe controlled substances under Rhode Island General Laws
chapter 21-28, having both a state Controlled Substances Registration (“CSR”) and a Federal

Drug Enforcement Administration Registration to prescribe controlled substances. The Board of

Medical Licensure énd Discipline (“the Board”) reviewed the compiaint, the records, and the

writien response of the Respondent. The Board found the following:
FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Respondent has been licensed as a physician in Rhode Island since August 8, 2007, and 1s
a 1982 graduate of the Johns Hopkins Usdversity awioud of Medicine.

2. On Aprﬂ 22, 2013, the Responden* signed an Agreement Concerning Connecticut
Controlled Substance Cerﬂﬁcate of Reglstratlon -

3. Respondent thereby surrendered his Connecticut Controlled Substance Certificate of
Registration No. 48956 in all schedules.

4. Based on the surrender in Connecticut, Respondent voluntarily signs this agreement with

the Rhode Island Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline.
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ORDER

. Respondent voluntarily surrenders his controiled substances registration to prescribe

controlled substances, which includes for the purposes of this agreement medical
marijuana notwithstanding any statutory inconsistency; however, Respondent may
otherwise continue to prescribe medications that are not controlled substances.

This surrender shall continue until further O:rde-r of the Board after an administrative
hearing or other resolufion.

The Respondent shall continue to be responsible for providing a proper medical home for
any of his patients who need controlled substances prescribed to them, and shall confinue
to be tesponsible to transfer any medical records of such patients immediately upon

request or when needed.

Respondent admits to the jurisdiction of the Board.

. Respondent has agreed to this Voluntary Surrender of CSR and understands that it is

subject to final approval of the Board, and this Voluntary Surrender of CSR is not
binding on Respondent until final ratification by the Board.

If ratified by the Board, Respondent hereby acknowledges and waives:

a. The right to appear personally or by counsel or both before the Boart,
b, The right fo produce witnesses and evidence on his behalf ata hearing;
c. The right to cross examine witnesses;
d. The right to have subpoenas issued by the Board;
e. The rightr to further procedural steps except for those specifically contained

herein;
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f. Any and all rights of appeal of this Voluntary Surrender of CSR;
g Any objection to the fact that this Voluntary Surrender of CSR will be presented

to the Board for consideration and review.,

Respondent may petition the Board for reinstatement of his Rhode Island Controlled
Substances Registration afier completing all requirements and recommendations in

paragraph 7 of this Voluntary Surrender of CSR.

. Respondent shall not prescribe or possess any confrolled substances, or medical

marijuana, until the Board has reinstated his Controlled Substances Registration.
Respondent may work with another physician in his practice who has a current
Controlled Substance Registration.

The Respordent will remain on probation for five years following ratification by the

11.

Board of this Voluntary Surrender of CSR.

In the event that any term of this Voluntary Surrender of CSR is violated, after signed
and accepted, the Director of the Department of Health shall have the discretion to
summarily suspend the Respondent’s license and/or impose fiwther disciplinary action._ If
the Director suspends the license and/or imposes further disciplinary action, Respéndent
shall be given ﬁotice and shall have the right to requést an administrative hearing within
Department of Health shall also have the discretion to request an administrative hearing
after notice to Respondent of a violation of any term of this Voluntary Surrender of CSR.
The Administrative Hearing Officer may suspend Respondent’s license, or impose
further discipline, for the remainder of Respondent’s licensing period if the alleged

violation is proven by a preponderance of evidence.
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Signed this 20 day of June, 2013.

=N

Richard J. Gocecia, M.D.

Signed this 1‘(’ day of ﬁ%

. 2013,

;’ 3
;f

Michas! Fine, M.

Director of Health

Rhode Island Department of Health
Cannon Building, Room 401

Three Capitol Hiil

Providence, RI 02908-3097

Tel. (401) 222-2231

Fax (401) 222-6548




