STATE OF RHOBE ISLAND ... .
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BOARD OF LICENSURE OF
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS .

IN‘THE MATTER OF:- -
ANDREW C. MACKO, PA . .
LICENSE NUMBER PA 00295

 VOLUNTARY SUSPENSIONORDER

. The Board of Licensure Of Physiéf_aﬁ; Assistants has reteived Jiﬁfdrmétiqp concerning the
professional activities of A.nd&w ( Macko, PA, ( 5ez'ei_ﬂaﬁer the “R-ésp;}ndent”) a licer:sed
physician assistant in Rhode Iéiané whose fprinicifipafl place of bu'sines;é 1sRi Medical Weight Ilo‘ss,
1150 New Lendon Avernue, C ranston, Rhode I‘iia”kd |

- Aninvestigation was w;aduch,d b i*efiBoaid oi" Licenswre of Physac;an Assistants and {he Board

of Pharmacy (the “Board”). - fi:mr'ﬁoard makés the Following =~
Findings of Faet and Conclusions of Law
-1.- Andrew C. Macko, PA, ise /£G~year—old physrcmr' assistant whf) has heendicensed as
plivsician assistant to practsce in Rhcdc is;and since 79{}3 I-ie was hceﬂsﬁd i:vy t‘w

National Commissxon on Certzf“ catmn of' thsmans A‘»sm‘fams in /,(30? He lS a 2002

graduate of Hudson Vallé;y C?hﬁxp_ﬁni}y (;oilege (nowAlbanv Medical Coilc,gc)

‘2. The Respondent was previously employed by Pawtuxet Valley Medieal, Inc., 982 Tiogue -+~

Avenue, Cﬂvaﬁtry,;Rhode,Isiand uﬁéer-zth@ supervision O”Dr Danie! Collirs. The -
Respondent was 1mureé at work on Jaz}uary 27,2011 When he %lzpped and fel} én ice
while going to lns car. The Respcmdent sustained iniuries iu h;:, right wrist and: rrght kaee.
and he treated Wiﬂl:S?&ﬁ?’_iZ&d Khursﬂ{d, MLD. on Aprﬂ 4,2011 wh(;; cartified '%hét
Respondent wa;‘.i:. unable to work for six (6) weeks. On April 15, 2011 he was freated for
ihe injury and was d1aonosed with a rlght knee sprain by ?twen Pezznlio, MD. Dr

Pezzullo wmﬁed rhe Re:.pondent as unablc, 0 work.
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- knee injury on A pr11 9 2011 at North vaadence Primary. (,are and was deeme,d uﬁable o

" to work for three Weeks Dr. Pezzuilo coinpleted a Medical Ex%emion %tatemen’c on M(xy : -
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The Respondent ﬁled fer Termporary Disabllity Ins.uram,c aﬂer stcppemcf work st -

Pawluxet Valiey ’Viedlc.il Inc. on March 4, 201 1. The Rcspond@n’r WS dmgnmed wi th a

2, 2011, certifying the Respondent unable io work for to weeks from May 7, 2011
The Rhade Isiam:i B&)alld of Pharmacy i}eg:m o investigate a report that Respondent

procured a schedule ]EI vOEltrfﬁllbd su’aamnce by m;,.represpntatmn

Pharmacy staff at € Vb/i’harm' y #141& 3ocf1ted at 1165 Oak;&w*n Avenue, Cranston,

Rhode Island, irafdrméd inyeét” 5@?& that Resi)onder;t was ;behéyed {0 have fraydulentiy .,

called in and pumhased a pre‘;cﬂptlon for Hydmcodone/APAP 101 mg/325 mg assuming
the identity of Steven Peﬁuilo, MD. -

Dr. Pezaullo veluntan y submitied a W itten statement to inv ustiamors on-May- 247 2011, -
stating that he d;d not authoz izea pmsorlp&on for the Respoadent on May, 18, "(}I . The
transaction report that was obtained by the Board of Pharmacy clearly indicatedl thcﬂ the =
cardholdet’s name o_f the credit/debit card used to purchase the prescription was
“ANDREW MACKO.”

The Re%ponden“ aiso obtained from F)r Khurstid an elg,hty day qupp}y of -
HydrocUdunc/APAP 5 mg/3Z5 mg but Reapmdem m;sp!aced this pr ascnptwﬁ
Respondent calie{i Dr. Khursti¢ and requested a replacement and Dr. Khurstid a;]thorized
and a twenty day sﬁpplygf: qugqﬁpéon_e/APAP $ mg/308 mg. Shahzad Khurstid, M.D.
is fisted as the aéthbri.zmg preseriber for Hydrocodone/APAP 5 mg/300 mg for.a’
prescription fmiﬁ ?hred’& Pharmacy, |

Respondent in%tialfy ' mézcd that ‘1e hau bven wcrkmg tw enﬁ to tweniy—iwo I’ﬂours per
day and could sot remember the prébcz 1.pt1<:-»ns in question. Lalmr e cialmed the Gmgs
were for his siSter—_ianaw"’s boyfriend frora Flovida. Department of Health records

indicate numerous controlled substances prescriptions for his wife and office assistant,
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9. Respondent has started medical businesses without medical supervision as required by
law. The Respon&ant’sbusin@sses include RI Medical Weight LQSS Chinics LLC, a2 -
. medically supervised weight loss clinic, and Geriatrics Associases. LLC, which. provides ..

care to certain Nursing Homie Patients,

16G. Respondent psaa,tlc,edlespiramry carc thhout a
i the 1990s, _Rcsp;ondé_nt Was pen_alizeﬂ $300 and had his li.eense; suspended for Lagnt :
days by the Bureau of Rﬁguiatory Ser'ﬁces- of the Conn@ctisﬁt Department of Pv,li;lic"
Health until he co%npl%:ted reinslateme:;( requirements. "

11. Respondent has violated RIGL § S:«Sei‘;—é(i 1) for practicing as a %’hysician’ Assistant in .
certain instances without a binding wriéﬁen_-agreement setting fcrth the required.
supervision, c.\'bt'rizif]ing:gi conirolled su.bst;ncés in violation of stat; law, and ir;’i-ll-ﬁ,iily
making fling félse rrepor%s and records. .

The Parties Agree as foliows: |
Based on the foregoing findings of fact and conclusions of law by the Board, the |

parties agree as follows:

a. Respondent submits to the jurisdiction of the Board.
b. Rﬁspondsm'ackﬂéwiédges and hereﬁy waives with respect to this Voluntary:
Suspension Qrder:

1. The right to appear personally, by counsel, or both before the Board;
2. The right to produce w iﬁnséses and evidenée Sn kis behalf at é heéring;
3. The right to cross examine witnesses;
4, Ther ght o ha-\'fé'ét'z'bpbeﬁas issued by the. Board;
5. The right to {urther pmcedﬁraﬁ :steps except as ‘spt::ci.ﬁcaliy contained

herein;
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. Any and all rights of agpeal with respect $o this Voluntary Suspersion -

Order;

Any éibj@c?.iqr'a t0 the fact that this 'Vﬁluntary...Suspeﬁéion Order will be. . -

- presented to the Board for consideration and review;

. Any objection to the fact that it will become ﬁeccssary for ;ﬂié full

Board to become acquainted with all the relevant information pertinent -
to this matter it order to review this Voluntary Suspension Order

adequatciy ;

: Any objuctmn ie ;he p@t?ﬁtia} for bias figamst the I{mpenc%em that - .

-might occur as.a result of presentaiion of this Voiim:tafj/ *S\'ispensie)n-"

Order.

¢. Acceptance of this Voluntary Suspension Order constitutes an adrnission by

the respondent to the findings of fact made by the Board:

d. This consent order shall be part of the public records once it has been accepted

by all parties;

- ¢. . Failure to comply with the terms of this Veluntar} Sucpemmﬂ Order, when .

accepled cmd sigmd may sub;wt the Respondent to further disciplinary

action, subject to Respondent s due preuessr mghts Rz:apondent is hereby

N\
f

- Suspended from prautme as.a physzuan aoz,zstant untzl further order of z:he

/ Board 0? P‘hy‘nczan Asmstants

e

 ‘Andrew C. Macko, PA
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Michael Fine, MD, MPH B Date
intf:riln Director of Health o

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that a copy-of this ORDER ‘was sent certified and réguiar mail to Andrew
C Macko, PA on this /(day of 7, W@ 2011 at the following address: ' S

Andrew C. Macko, PA . | RI Medical Weight Loss
137 Kimberly Lane S <1255 Oaklawn Avenue -
Cranston, REO2921 -~ - -+ Cranston, R102920 - Tooe e

With a copy fo:
téphen D. Zubiago - - -
Suite 566 - -

Nigoa Peabody LLP " . - -
- Onpe Citizens Plaza. = -

Providence, RI (2993 ” ” ” ” ”
e %Zj{w __
S el T ’,;’;,7 'Ix‘ﬂ o
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