CHILDHOOD

LEAD POISONING
IN RHODE ISLAND:
THE NUMBERS
2005 EDITION

RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH







Dear Colleague:

Preventing childhood lead poisoning is one of our best examples of “doing public health
better” in Rhode Island. For many years, the Rhode Island Department of Health has
worked with community partners to clean up environments where children are exposed to
lead. We regularly screen children for lead poisoning and provide those with elevated blood
lead levels timely case management services and medical treatment when necessary. All of
our efforts have resulted in a dramatic decrease in the number of lead poisoned children

over time. However, nearly 100 children continue to be lead poisoned every month.

In recent years, we shifted our focus to include primary prevention — eliminating exposure
to environmental lead and protecting children from lead poisoning. We need to accomplish
this without decreasing the availability of lead safe, affordable housing — especially for
pregnant women and young children. The elimination of lead poisoning can be achieved,
but it will require serious commitments by all to improve housing conditions throughout
the state.

We hope that this publication, containing data on the incidence, prevalence, geographical
concentration of elevated blood lead levels among Rhode Island children, and
environmental inspections serves as a useful tool to help inform policy and engage decision
makers in prioritizing the need for safe, affordable housing in every community. Please

continue to work with us to make Rhode Island a safer place for every child and family.

Sincerely,
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David R. Gifford, MD, MPH
Director, Rhode Island Department of Health
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