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To:

HEALTH Staff
From:
Bruce Cryan, (YRBS Coordinator;  401-222-5111)
Date:

November 1, 2011
Re:

YRBS Data Use Guidelines (internal to HEALTH)


The problem:  To-date, there have been no internal institutionalized guidelines for using YRBS data, and this has (sometimes) resulted in wasted/misdirected effort, ‘bottlenecks’ in data (or report) production, and erroneous or unsupported conclusions.

To address these issues and promote YRBS product quality, the following guidelines are adopted (November 1, 2011):

1. The YRBS Coordinator will be ‘copied’ on all YRBS data requests (to Center for Health Data & Analysis staff). 

2. The YRBS Coordinator will be contacted at the earliest stage of production of any report using YRBS data to inform him of the effort, and/or to solicit his technical assistance (if desired).  Reports are defined as written documents sponsored (or co-sponsored) by HEALTH, and intended for wide distribution to a diverse audience (e.g., publications, Issue Briefs, Policy Papers, studies, Health-by-Numbers, etc.).  A so-called ‘burden document’ to a funding agency is not a ‘report,’ nor is a PowerPoint presentation to select individuals.

3. Technical assistance from the YRBS Coordinator may include: 1) help focusing the topic, 2) determining the most appropriate metrics available, 3) selecting a preferred methodology, and 4) aid with interpreting the results.  Technical assistance will not include compiling the raw data, conducting the analyses, or composing the text of the report (the author(s) are ultimately responsible for creating the product).

4. A draft of any report using YRBS data will be submitted to the YRBS Coordinator for peer review prior to final release (whenever practical, a minimum of 5 business days will be provided for evaluation).  

5. The scope of the YRBS Coordinator’s peer review may include: 1) the soundness of the methodology employed, 2) content editing, and 3) the reasonableness of the conclusions reached.  Peer review will not include a verification of the data incorporated nor a confirmation of the accuracy of computations performed (it is incumbent upon the author(s) to correctly compile the data and execute the analyses). 

6. The (first) author will have the final say in the resolution of any content disagreement that may arise. 

7. YRBS data will be properly sourced in all reports (e.g., referenced in a footnote, endnote, or in the body of the text).

8. Should the efforts of the YRBS Coordinator be substantial and critical to the production of any report, he shall be credited as second, third or fourth (etc.) author in the final product.

9. A copy of (or link to) any final report using YRBS data will be forwarded to the YRBS Coordinator.
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